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Dress for Dinner 

Civilian attire is now authorized for 
wear at the Tallil Air Base Dining 
Facility. However, individuals should 
dress appropriately: No sleeveless 
shirts, tank tops, or open-toed shoes. 
Personnel in civilian attire must have 
their Tallil identification card in plain 
view at all times. 


Tent City Traffic Prohibited 
Vehicle traffic in Tent City is now pro- 
hibited with the exception of emer- 
gency vehicles responding to calls or 
vehicles performing infrastructure 
work. The following rules apply: 


1. No parking within 100 ft of the tents. 
Parking is only permitted up to the 
Jersey barriers on the north and south 
sides of Tent City. 


2. No one is permitted to drive between 
tents unless on emergency response or 
doing official work on Tent City infra- 
structure such as CES, COMM or SVS. 


3. No one is authorized to deliver lug- 
gage direct to their tents. Luggage will 
be carried from the parking areas. 


4. No driving through the billeting area 
of Tent City. If there is a need to drive 
from one parking lot to the other, drive 
around the outside of the Hesco wall. 


Chapel Movie Night 
On Wednesday night, the Air Force 


chaplains will sponsor the film 
Bonhoeffer, Agent of Change. It is a 
true story of love, courage and sacri- 
fice, based on the life of Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer, whose participation in the 
German resistance and moral struggle 
are dramatized. He could have 
remained silent, to save his own life, 
but he instead paid the ultimate price 
for his beliefs and resistance to brutal 
dictator, Hitler. The movie is free and 
open to all Tallil Personnel. The movie 
begins at 7 p.m. at the New Tallil 
Chapel in Tent City. 


FREE MAIL 

FREE MAIL 1s limited to personal let- 
ters or sound recorded correspondence 
(to include video tapes) weighing 13 
ounces or less. Remember to write 
"FREE MAIL" in the upper right hand 
comer of the envelope. All business 
correspondence (including bill pay- 
ments) must have proper postage 
affixed. Film and disposable cameras 
are no longer authorized for FREE 
MAIL. 
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A General John Abizaid gives the U.S. Central Command flag to Command Sgt. Maj. Dwight Brown after accepting command 
of CENTCOM at a ceremony in Tampa, Fla., July 7. (Air Force Staff Sgt. Norma J. Martinez) 


LJ Ceremony signals 
passing of CENTCOM 
duties, responsibilities 


By Tech Sgt. Chris Miller 
U.S. Army News Service 


G en. John P. Abizaid 
assumed command of U.S. 
Central Command from Gen. 
Tommy R. Franks July 7 during a 
ceremony at the St. Pete Times 
Forum in downtown Tampa. 
Franks served as commander of 


CENTCOM since June 2000. 
During his time, he commanded 
Operations against terrorism in 
Afghanistan and Iraq. Abizaid 
served as the Central Command's 
deputy commander. 

Defense Secretary Donald H. 
Rumsfeld officiated the ceremony 
while Marine Corps Gen. Peter 
Pace, vice chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, also attended. 

Rumsfeld used the occasion to 
praise the men and women who 
served in that command. 

"From the Horn of Africa, to 
the mountains of Afghanistan and 


the heat of Iraq, troops of this com- 
mand are serving the cause of free- 
dom with dedication and distinc- 
tion," Rumsfeld said. "We thank 
each of you for all you do for our 
country." 

The secretary praised Franks 
for being "a soldiers’ soldier." He 
said the outgoing commander 
embodies the qualities needed in 
time of war: "strength, experience, 
a keen mind, good humor, energy, 
honor, a deep loyalty for his troops 
and his country." 

Rumsfeld also said Franks' ser- 
vice would have a lasting impact 


Please turn to CENTCOM, Page 2 > 
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CENTCOM: new 
commander on duty 


on the U.S. armed forces. 

The secretary praised Abizaid 
as "the leader for the 21st century," 
and called on him to "do our coun- 
try proud as we know you will." 

After the transfer of the com- 
mand flag, Abizaid thanked Franks 
for his leadership and confidence. 

Today, one of the world's great- 
est soldiers turns over command," 
Abizaid said. "General Franks, 
thank you for your extraordinary 
service to the nation in both peace 
and war." 

Franks — who commanded at 
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every level of the Army -- retires 
following 38 years of service. 
Defense officials said he is one of 
the most innovative commanders 
in the business. 

Abizaid said the greatest honor 
for any soldier is to command the 
sons and daughters of America. 

"It is a particular honor to 
embark upon this command in 
time of war," he said. "Central 
Command will continue to take the 
fight to the enemy on his ground. 
We will continue to do our work 
with our friends and allies to defeat 
our mortal enemies." 

Abizaid thanked all the service 
men and women for their devotion 
to duty. "It is their untiring efforts 
that will preserve the freedom we 


Coalition Forces Seize 
Stolen Iraqi Artifacts 


USCENTCOM Press Release 


BAGHDAD, Iraq -- Soldiers 
from the 422nd Civil Affairs 
Battalion seized 12 Iraqi artifacts 
while conducting a raid on a res- 


idence of a suspected smuggler 
here on July 7. 

The artifacts consisted of 
miniature statues, a skull and a 
clay bowl. A local archeologist 
determined one of the artifacts to 
be pre-Samarian, dated 3000 — 
3200 BC. According to the 
archeologist, all of the pieces had 


been previously at the Baghdad 
Museum. 

The artifacts were found 
wrapped in towels in a rice bag in 
the residence along with AK-47s, 
grenades, several million Iraqi 
dinar and communications 
equipment. 

Coalition forces also detained 
two prospective buyers. All indi- 
viduals are being detained pend- 
ing further investigation. 


so rightly cherish," he said. 

Abizaid was commissioned a 
second lieutenant of Infantry upon 
graduation from the U.S. Military 
Academy in June 1973. He has 
held a number of vital command 
and staff positions including a tour 
with the United Nations as opera- 
tions officer for Observer Group 
Lebanon. 

His military education includes 
Infantry Officer Basic and 
Advanced courses, Armed Forces 
Staff College and a U.S. Army War 
College Senior Fellowship at the 
Hoover Institution, Stanford 
University. In his civilian studies, 
he earned a master of arts degree in 
Area Studies at Harvard 
University, and was an Olmsted 
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Scholar at the University of Jordan 
in Amman, Jordan. 

His military decorations 
include the Distinguished Service 
Medal, the Defense Superior 
Service Medal, the Legion of 
Merit with five oak leaf clusters 
and the Bronze Star Medal. He 
earned the Combat Infantryman's 
Badge, Master Parachutist Badge 
with gold star, Ranger Tab and the 
Expert Infantryman's Badge. 

U.S. Central Command covers 
the 25 countries of the Middle 
East, Central Asia and Horn of 
Africa. The area is larger than the 
continental United States and 
stretches 3,600 miles to the east 
and west, and 4,600 miles to the 
north and south. 
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A MUSEUM LOOT: Artifacts found by the 422nd Civil Affairs Battalion sit on the 
floor during a house raid in Baghdad, Iraq, July 7, 2003. The 422nd Civil Affairs 
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EDITORIAL STAFF 


Col. John M. Dobbins, USAF 
407th AEG Commander 


Col. Lawrence M. Larsen, 
171st ASG Commander 
2nd Lt. Gerardo Gonzalez, 
USAF 
Chief of Public Affairs 


Master Sgt. Deb Smith, USAF 
Editor 


This funded newspaper is a duly 
authorized publication for mem- 
bers of the U.S. military serving 
in Iraq. Contents of the TALLIL 
TIMES are not necessarily the 
views of, or endorsed by the 
U.S. Government, the 
Department of Defense, or the 
Department of the Air Force or 
the Department of the Army. 


The editorial content is edited, 
prepared and provided by the 
Tallil Air Base Public Affairs 
office. All photographs are Air 
Force photographs unless oth- 
erwise indicated. 


The TALLIL TIMES accepts 
stories, photographs and com- 
mentaries, which may be sub- 
mitted to the PA staff located in 
the Wing Operations Center 


(WOC), or can be sent directly 
to the newspaper at 
tallil.times@tlab.aorcentaf.af. 
mil. 


Deadline for submission is 2:00 
p.m. Thursday the week before 
publication. All submissions are 
edited for content and Air Force 
journalistic style. Submission of 
articles and photos does not 
guarantee publication. The edi- 
tor reserves the right to publish, 
reject and edit all news stories in 
accordance with the TALLIL 
TIMES editorial policy.For more 
information, visit the PA office 
located in the WOC or call at 
459-0014 or e-mail the editorial 
staff at  407.pa@tlab.aor- 
centaf.af.mil. 


Battalion found the artifacts as well as a small weapons cache and money during a 
raid to recover stolen artifacts from the Baghdad Museum. (U.S. Army Photo) 


Words for Warriors 


“It is the soldier, not the reporter, 

Who has given us freedom of the press. 
It is the soldier, not the poet, 

Who has given us freedom of speech. 

It is the soldier, not the campus organizer, 
Who has given us the freedom to demon- 
strate. 


It is the soldier, 

Who salutes the flag, 

Who serves beneath the flag, 

And whose coffin is draped by the flag, 
Who allows the protester to burn the flag.” 


--Father Denis Edward O’Brien, USMC 





IN BRIEF 


All times are local. 


(Worship is at 407th AEG Chapel, unless otherwise noted) 


Catholic 

Daily Mass 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 6 p.m. 
Vigil Mass 

Saturday, 6 p.m. 

Sunday Mass 

Sunday, 8 a.m. 

RCIA/Adult Education 

Thursday, 6:30 p.m. 

POC: Ch. Theisen, 459-0038 


Noon Prayer/Praise 

Monday through Friday, 11 a.m 
Contemporary Liturgical Communion 
Saturday, 7:30 p.m. 

Traditional 

Sunday, 9:30 a.m. 

Liturgical Communion 

Sunday, 10:45 a.m. 

Contemporary "Non-denominational" 
Sunday, 7 p.m. 

Gospel Service 

Sunday, 11:45 a.m. 

POC: Ch. Ericson, 459-0038 


36th EN Group 

Sunday, 8:30 a.m.,8 p.m., 36th EN Briefing Tent 
Bible Study, Wednesday, 8 p.m., 36 EN Briefing Tent 
Bible Study, Friday, 8 p.m., 109th EN BN DFAC Area 
POC: Ch. Bedsole, 573-1078 


1/293rd IN 
Sunday, 10 a.m., See Ch. Nedza for location 
Bible Study Nightly, 9 p.m., See Ch. Nedza for location 


63rd Signal Battalion 
Daily Devotional, 12 p.m., Main Building 
POC: Ch. Addams, 833-1032 


92nd Engineer Battalion 

Sunday, 9 a.m., See Ch. Min. 

Wednesday, 8 p.m., See Ch. Min. 

Black Diamond Bible Study, 6 a.m. See Ch. Min. 
POC: Ch. Min, 573-1231 


171st ASG 

Friday, 10 a.m., Community Chapel 

Sunday, | p.m., (Gospel) Community Chapel 
Sunday, 8 a.m., and 8 p.m., 86th CSH 

Wednesday, Bible Study, 8 p.m. Chaplains’ Office 
Tuesday through Thursday, Praise and Prayer, 8 p.m. 
Chaplains’ Office 

POC: Ch. Addams, 833-1032 


189th Combat Support Battalion 

Sunday, 9 a.m., “GO Chapel” 

Tuesday, Choir Practice, 8 p.m., “GO Chapel” 
Wednesday, Bible Study, 8 p.m., “GO Chapel” 
Thursday, Bible Alive, 8:30 p.m., “GO Chapel” 
POC: Ch. Young, 573-1288/1289 


450th Movement Control Battalion 

Sunday, 10 a.m., North end of main building 
Thursday, Bible Study, North end of main building 
POC: Ch. Souter, 833-1005 
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Latter Day Saints 


Lay-Led Service 
Sunday, 2 p.m. 
POC: Staff Sgt. Hager, 573-1107 


Jewish 
Lay-Led Service Friday, 7 p.m. 
POC: Ch. Ericson, 459-0038 


Muslim 
Prayer 
Daily, 12:30 p.m., sunset, LSA Adder Chapel 


Women's 

Tuesday, 7:30 p.m., Administrative Office 
Men's 

Tuesday, 7:30 p.m., Chapel Annex 
Catholic 

Thursday, 6:30 p.m., Chapel Annex 

LDS Study 

Thursday, 7 p.m., Chapel Annex 
Men/Women 

Thursday, 7:30 p.m. Administrative Office 
POC: Staff Sgt. Hager, 573-1107 
Chaplain's Bible Basics 

Saturday, 8:30 p.m. 


Various Faiths 

Sunday 

Sunday, 9 a.m., ROK Army Chapel 

Sunday, 9 a.m., ROK Army Chapel 

Sunday, 9:30 a.m., (Catholic Service) ROK Army Chapel 
Sunday, 9:30 a.m., (Buddhist Service) ROK Army Chapel 
Daily, Morning Prayer, 4:30 a.m., ROK Army Chapel 
POC: Ch. Lee, 573-1227 


Muslim 

Prayer 

Daily, 12:30 p.m., 63rd Signal Battalion 
Daily, Sunset, 63rd Signal Battalion 


Chapel Movie Night 

On Wednesday nights, the Air Force chaplains sponsor 
Movie Night. The movie is free and open to all Tallil 
Personnel. The movie begins at 7 p.m. in the new 407th 
AEG chapel, located in the center of Tent City. 


Do not use workplace phones for morale call purposes. 


Driving on Base 

The speed limit on base is 30km/20mph, Helmets are 
required in all tactical All-Terrain Vehicles (ATV’s) and 
“Gators.” All drivers must observe all traffic signs, and wear 
set belts at all times. Passengers are also required to wear 
seat belts. 


Run Routes 

Running in groups of two or larger is authorized in two loca- 
tions: from the BX/PX parking lot and off the main gate road 
toward the burn pit. The required uniform is T-shirt and 
shorts or pants. Running is not authorized on any other road. 
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Ammunition Storage 

The 38th Ordnance Group provides ammunition storage for 
units on Tallil Air Base. Contact Mr. Matheson at 573-1258 
for more information. 


Unexploded Ordnance 

Do not touch unexploded ordnance. Do not travel off the 
hardpack except in areas cleared by EOD. There are still 
thousands of UXO on this base. Army - Report all UXO to 
"Bomber Base" on tactical radios or call 573-1074. Air 
Force - Report all UXO to "Command Post" on the CC Net 
or call the Command Post at 459-0000 or EOD at 459- 
0108/9. 


Ziggurat of Ur 

U.S. Army personnel wishing to visit the Ziggurat will need 
to obtain a pass. For information, U.S. Army personnel 
should call 573-1107. 


Air Force Services has expanded its tour schedule to include 
2 afternoon visits to the Ziggurat. For info, please call the 
Air Force Rec Tent at 459-0121. The schedule now looks 
like this: 


Saturdays, Tuesdays, Thursdays: 
10 a.m. (show time of 9:30 a.m. at the Rec Tent) 


Sundays and Wednesdays: 
2 p.m. (show time of 1:30 p.m. at the Rec Tent) 


Bring helmet, flack jacket and weapon. 


AAFES BX/PX 


AAFES hours are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 


NOTICE 


To help everyone get the most out of their facilities and stay 
good neighbors, the Zallil Times reminds all readers that 
each MKT, dining hall, shower tent, latrine tent and morale 
tent is specially sited, stocked and serviced for certain num- 
bers of people in a certain area. These amenities work well 
if only those people use them, but additional people rapidly 
use up whatever food, water and “stuff’ were planned for 
the intended users. If you aren’t among the intended users, 
you take away from those who are and in the long run hurt 
that unit’s ability to properly serve their people. Help oth- 
ers and yourself to have enough when you need it. 


ARAWCD FORCES 
RADIO SERVICE 


FM 100.1 and FM 107.3 
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June Monthly 


Award Winners 


CGO of the Month 


Capt. Melissa Cunningham a 
407th ECS }, 


Master Sgt. James McKnight 
407th ESVS 


NCO of the Month 


Tech. Sgt. Robyn Owens 
407th ECS 


Airman of the Month 


Airman Ist Class Bryan Adams, 
407th ECS 


407th AEG Team of the Month 


Freedom Inn Lodging Staff, 407th ESVS 


tin! : 
e 


(Left to right) Col. John M. Dobbins, Master 
Sgt. Scott Downes, Senior Airman Jason 
Deomes, Staff Sgt. Sarah Bowen and 

Senior Airman Reagan Devilliers. 

Not Pictured: Staff Sgt. Shiela Leick and 
Senior Airman Christina Malseed 


Congratulations to these 
top performers 
from your friends at the 


Ube Calltl Gunes 
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Comanche Project—Still in the Air? 


by Alfonzo Lopez 


Army News Service 


s the Comanche helicopter enters its 20th 

year of development, improvements 

continue as a tentative fielding date 
approaches. 

RAH-66 Comanche is the latest addition to 
the Army's aerial fleet, or soon will be as early 
as 2009. 

The Comanche is expected to be fielded 
first to a unit in Fort Rucker, Ala., said Jack 
Satterfield of Boeing. 

Officials have heralded it as, "the center- 
piece of the U.S. Army's aviation moderniza- 
tion plan." Posing a smaller and sleek design, 
it embodies the, "transformation to smaller, 
more effective units." 

Ed Steaham, Sikorsky communication 
manager, said the team is "starting to build and 
assemble nine aircraft." 

Satterfield said the prototypes will undergo 
more testing and flight training. Training is 
expected to continue through 2008. 

Comanche originally began in 1984 as the 
Light Helicopter Experiment, LHX. Between 
1991 and 2000, the Comanche was in its 
demonstration/Validation/Prototype phase. 

During this time two prototypes were built 
and flown successfully. In total, 17 companies 
have taken part in the development of the 
Comanche, with Boeing and Sikorsky compos- 
ing a major part of the aircraft production 
team. 

Bob Hunt, spokesman for PEO Aviation, 
said the Comanche is presently in the "System 
Development Demonstration" stage. 

Both Boeing and Sikorsky link funding as 
the cause for delays. A "major change last fall," 
and a Defense Acquisition Board review fur- 
ther hindered the project. These reviews are to 
restructure the program. The program went 
through its sixth review this past fall, said 
Hunt. Concurrently, "five major program 
changes removed money," said Satterfield. At 
that point with the, "risk involved given the 
money...the program was in danger of failing." 

Here again the program was in danger of 
failure due to lack of funding. Fortunately, 
funds were allocated, rising from $3.1 billion 
to $6.7 billion, and work continued. 

The Comanche's evolution has taken over 
20 years, to this point. Yet the current proto- 
types show that, regardless of delays, the pro- 


gram has yielded a cutting edge aircraft. 

Satterfield highlighted the many advan- 
tages of the Comanche's design. A remarkable 
component is the enclosed fantail. For one, it 
increases safety to personnel as it removes the 
conventional open-air blade that a person 
could walk into. The rotor is protected from 
striking objects such as foliage. This design 
also enhances its anti-torque ability, the intend- 
ed purpose of a tail rotor. 

The RAH-66 is amply armed. Along with a 
20-mm triple barrel turret, the Comanche is 
outfitted with air-to-ground rockets, and both 
air-to-air and air-to-ground missiles. RAH-66 
incorporates the same fire control system as 
the AH-64D Apache Longbow. 

Its defensive capabilities have also been 
enhanced. The RAH-66 is able to withstand up 
to 23-mm fire. The enclosed tail rotor 1s subse- 
quently resistant to 12.7-mm fire. This due to 
an all composite structure. Composite materi- 
als, unlike metals, do not crack at the site of 
damage. Should the skin be pierced, damage is 
greatly reduced and easily repaired. Rather 
than requiring a replacement section, a techni- 
cian can merely apply a patch. 

Self-healing digital mission electronics add 
to the aircraft's state of the art appearance and 
survivability. This basically transfers power 
from non-essential systems to those critical for 
sustaining flight. "The aircraft is programmed 
to degrade orderly...by importance," Satterfield 
said. 

A Comanche flight crew, especially one in a 
hostile situation, should benefit from the lower 
sound profile and increased stability the fantail 
provides. It also "emits low radar, infrared and 
acoustic signatures," according to officials. 
Such features should facilitate the Comanche's 
operation in a theater of combat silently and 
more effectively. 

The rotor is completely bearingless. A fly- 
by-wire flight control system is triple redun- 
dant further improving safety. 

Satterfield said the Army has been, "inti- 
mately involved in the program from the 
beginning...to an unprecedented degree." 
Aviators, maintainers, and trainers were 
involved in design, he said. 


Words for Warriors 


"The Nation today needs men who think in terms 
of service to their country and not in terms of 
their country’s debt to them." 

— Gen. Omar Bradley 





Tallil Air Base 
Post Office 
Really Delivers 


LJ Ground up postal team 
takes on the challenges 
of daily job, AEF rotation 


by 2nd Lt. Gerardo Gonzalez 
407th AEG Chief of Public Affairs 


A. the Air Expeditionary Force “Blue” 
rotation gains momentum, so does one 
Tallil Air Base organization. As people 

come and go, the local Air Force Post Office 
stands ready to not only help troops stockpile 
goodies from home while deployed, but lighten 
their load when they leave. 

The Tallil AB Air Force Post Office has 
come a long way from some very humble 
beginnings and continually tackles some daunt- 
ing challenges to offer many of the same ser- 
vices you might find at home. 

"We can do standard mail, priority mail, 
insured packages, and certified mail," said Staff 
Sgt. Craig Thomas, 407th Expeditionary 
Communications Squadron custodian of mail 
operations. 

Like any post office, the sheer volume of 
mail that passes through its doors can be chal- 
lenging enough, but this small station routinely 
receives approximately 30,000 pounds of mail 
per week, according to Master Set. Sylvia 
Goodwin, 407th ECS postmaster. Outgoing 
amounts can vary depending on several factors, 
such as deployments and local shipping 
requirements. 

"When I was in (Saudi Arabia) we received 
it by the tons and shipped out just as much," 
said Airman Ist Class Gary Verdusco, 407th 
ECS postal finance clerk. "People would come 
in and mail off three or four blankets one day 
and then come back and mail three or four 
more." 

According to Goodwin, the volumes of out- 
going mail are not as large as they could be 
here because there is far less souvenir shopping 
than at other bases within the AOR. 

"Since you've seen the (on base) gift shop 
open and the more stuff the BX sells, the more 
our volume picks up," she said. 

People rotating back to their home bases 
also add to the outgoing volume of mail as they 
ship items they no longer need or want to carry. 
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A SPECIAL DELIVERY: Airman 1st Class Gary Verdusco loads mail onto a truck at the Tallil Air Base Air Force 


Post Office. The facility routinely handles more than 30,000 pounds of mail weekly, but expects significant fluctu- 
ations due to the recent AEF rotation. (USAF Photo by 2nd Lt. Gerardo Gonzalez) 


While shipping excess items home is quite 
acceptable, Verdusco reminds individuals that 
there are some items that are prohibited. 

"We've had a lot of people come in and try 
to ship 'chem' gear," Verdusco said. "But 
they're not allowed to." 

The Air Force post office has improved ser- 
vices since its initial opening in April and now 
delivers and picks up mail daily versus every 
three to four days, Verdusco said. Sometimes 
there are exceptions to daily delivery, as the 
contracted mail convoys encounter an occa- 
sional threat while traveling on Iraqi roads. 

As long as it makes it to the base, Goodwin 
said the mail will be delivered. To make sure, 
the 10-person Air Force postal team works up 
to seven days a week to keep up with demands. 

Interestingly enough, Air Force mail arrives 
initially at the Army postal facility at Tallil. 

"We go to the Army facility and pick it up 
three to four times (daily)," Goodwin said. 
"The heat comes up, but we still have to 
process that mail ... so we stay there until the 
job gets done. It's more physically demanding 
than a person would think." 

But hard work and all, the Tallil postal team 
meets the daily challenge head-on and doesn't 
mind what others may consider “less than 
ideal” working conditions. 

"Here, we improvise a lot," said Verdusco, 
who helped clean out the abandoned Iraqi 
building where they now conduct their opera- 





tion. 

“In a way, I feel lucky to be a part of 
Operation Iraqi Freedom,” he said “ Not many 
people can say they were in Iraq." 

"It's not bad here," said Thomas, who was 
the first postal airman to arrive and found their 
building. "Job wise it's almost easier here." 

Thomas appreciates the fact the postal oper- 
ation is fully staffed, unlike his home base post 
office. 

"I'm very proud and happy to be here," he 
said. 

While the Tallil post office has many of the 
services available at home, here, they deal in 
cash-only transactions and do not sell money 
orders, Thomas said. They are also unable to 
ship items via express or registered mail at this 
time. However, they do offer free first-class 
mail service for letters going back to the 
states—a deal by anyone’s standards. 


U.S. Post Office Trivia 


» The country with the most post offices is India 
with over 152,792, compared with just over 
38,000 in the United States. 

» Benjamin Franklin was the first head of the 


United States Post Office. 

» The smallest post office in the country is an 
8-foot by 7-foot converted shed that serves the 
200 families living in and around Ochopee, 
Florida, ZIP code 33843. 


www.uselessknowledge.com 


YJ 


a 
5 AR FORGE 





WSIARMY 


*” Page 6 The Tallil Times | July 11, 2003 


When it Comes to Explosives, the Nose Knows Best 


L) K-9 teams work to 
meet unique mission 
challenges in Iraq 


Story and Photos 
By 2nd Lt. Gerardo Gonzalez 
407th AEG Chief of Public Affairs 


W in a keen sense of smell 
and hearing far beyond 
anything humanly possible, a team 
of four-footed soldiers stands 
ready to put their noses to the 
grindstone—and to pretty much 
anything else that might be a 
potential terrorist threat. 

Taking on the unique chal- 
lenges of a newly-liberated Iraq, 
and the harsh environmental con- 
ditions that accompany it, U.S. Air 
Force military working dogs and 
their human handlers use their 
intense training and unique bond 
to detect and identify potential ter- 
rorist acts. 

But using dogs to detect explo- 
sives has not always been the 
norm. 

"Ten years ago in the Air Force 
inventory, you'd find 80 percent 
narcotic (sniffing dogs) and 20 
percent explosives," said Tech. 
Set. Mark Evans, 407th 
Expeditionary Security Forces 
Squadron kennelmaster. "Now it's 
vice versa. We've gone from drugs 
to bombs because of the (terrorist) 
threat." 

At Tallil Air Base, all of the the 
military working dogs, or K-9s as 
they are known, are specially 
trained to detect explosives, Evans 
said. Their superior sense of smell 
enables them to detect even the 
most minute traces of a variety of 
explosive materials with great 
accuracy. 

"You can train dogs to recog- 
nize over 80 different smells," said 
Capt. Ronald Burke, an Army vet- 
erinarian with the 72nd Medical 
Detachment Veterinary Services 
assigned to the 407th 
Expeditionary Medical Squadron. 
He added that there is no effective 
way to cloak the smells from the 








TAKE A WHIFF: Military working 
dogs play an important role in force pro- 


tection at Tallil Air Base. Staff Sgt. 
Matthew Rebholz and “Donna” search a 
vehicle for evidence of explosive materi- 
als. 

dogs as they can very easily distin- 
guish between several at one time. 

But the K-9s do more than just 
detect bombs and bomb-making 
materials. They also take on the 
role of deterrent. 

According to Evans, the dogs 
are also trained for controlled 
aggression, or simply put, attack 
and retreat on command. Often 
the dogs’ mere presence can dis- 
courage adversaries from carrying 
out their potentially harmful activ- 
ities. 

But keeping these canine ath- 
letes in attack shape poses some 
very unique challenges. With tem- 
peratures in southern Iraq soaring 
into the 120s, K-9 handlers must 
take special precautions to protect 
their companions’ health. 

"Here in Iraq, the heat really 
tests the dogs," said Staff Set. 
Christopher Guild, 407th ESFS 
dog handler. "The dogs need a lot 
more attention." 

Handlers constantly check the 
dogs for signs of dehydration and 
heat fatigue as they go about their 
daily duties, Guild said. Because 
of their close relationships with the 
dogs, the handlers are in the best 
position to detect any changes in 
the animal’s health or behavior. 

"It's like deploying with a 2- 
year-old child," joked Evans about 
the demands the dogs place on 
their handlers. 

"Ninety percent of my time is 
spent trying to make sure my dog 
is functional," added Guild. 
But all jokes aside, both Evans and 
Guild agree that the military work- 





WHO LET THE DOGS OUT?: In addition to detecting explosives and explosive 
materials, the K-9s at Tallil Air Base are also well trained as deterrents to discourage 
any would-be adversaries from carrying out a potential terrorist activity. 


other job in the Air Force can you 
take your best friend to work and 
play all day?” 


ing dog program is a career choice 
that seems to suit both the 2-legged 
and 4-legged airmen alike. 


Evans smiled and said, ““What 


Military Working Dogs FAST FACTS 


Military working dogs were 
originally known as “War Dogs.” 


The first War Dog training cen- 
ter was established March 13, 1942 
by the U.S. Army Quartermaster 
Corps in Front Royale, VA and the 
Infantry at Fort Carson, Colo. 


The Army Dog Training Center 
at Fort Carson was largely used 
during the period 1954 to 1957 to 
train military working dogs for the 
the U.S. Air Force. 


In 1957, this center was deacti- 
vated and the responsibility for 
training was transferred to the Air 
Force. The Sentry Dog Training 
Branch was established at Lackland 
Air Force Base, Texas in 1958. 


During the Korean War, the 
U.S. Army used approximately 
1,500 dogs for sentry duty. 


During Vietnam, approximately 
4,000 military working dogs were 
employed. Of those, 281 were 
killed in action. 


Source: Military Working Dog Foundation 
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Happy Honey Wagoneer 


L}) One Reservist’s posi- 
tive attitude makes even 


the worst task satisfying 


By Master Sgt. Deb Smith 
Editor, Tallil Times 


t’s a subject that makes most 

people uncomfortable. Faces 

grimace, noses wrinkle, and 
even the strongest of stomachs 
can easily weaken at its mere sug- 
gestion. But to Tech. Sgt. Randall 
Lovett, it’s really nothing new. 
It’s simply just another day at the 
office. 

With meticulous organization 
and a keen eye for methodology, 
Lovett cleans and services more 
than 100 portable latrines that dot 
the dusty landscape of Tallil Air 
Base in southern Iraq. And 
despite the smell, the heat—and 
the jokes—this 49-year-old 
California reservist does the job 
with an infectious smile and a 
sparkling attitude that quickly 
makes you forget he’s the guy that 
drives the “Honey Wagon.” 

“It’s not really the thankless 
job everyone thinks it is,” said 
Lovett. “As a matter of fact, just 
about everyone I bump into 
thanks me. And that makes me 
feel good, because I truly enjoy 
taking care of people and if this is 
how I have to do it, then that’s 
okay with me.” 

But while Lovett’s world-class 
customer service may seem natur- 
al, it doesn’t come without a great 
deal of forethought. Lovett attrib- 
utes a chipper outlook on life in 
part to a strong work ethic and his 
deep spiritual values. 

“T suppose it is the way I was 
raised,” said a bashful Lovett. 
“When you do something, and 
you do your best, and you do it 
with the right spirit, you just feel 
better about yourself and life in 
general.” 

Lovett adds that having a joy- 
ful disposition also helps the days 
go by faster. 

“Folks that complain about 
their jobs—‘I didn’t come here to 
do this,’ —really lengthen their 


time here,” he cautioned. “Sitting 
in your tent complaining about 
how bad you have it is a sure way 
to stop the clock.” 

For those that haven’t met 
Lovett yet, it’s only a matter of 
time before they do. He says one 
of the perks of his job, besides 
being done by 1:30 p.m. is the fact 
he gets to travel the base and meet 
new friends. 

“I’m probably about as well 
known on Tallil as the base com- 
mander,” he chuckled. 

So, you may be asking your- 
self, is there anything that gets 
this man upset? 

Yes, there is. 

“People that put water bottles 
and soda cans in the latrine really 
make me mad,” said Lovett sur- 
prisingly with a slightly furrowed 
brow. “It’s really tough on the 
equipment and makes me wonder 
if they put soda cans in their toi- 
lets at home.” 

But he admits he’s only mad 
for a minute. 

In short, Lovett suggests that 
it’s important to remember that 
being assigned to doing even the 
most undesirable of jobs is not a 
direct reflection of a person’s 
value. 

“People need to stop associat- 
ing self-worth with job titles,” he 
said. “It’s not worth the wasted 
time and effort it takes to feel 
sorry for yourself. Just get out 
there and do your best at every- 
thing, even if it’s not so glam- 
ourous!” 

For skeptics who might think 
Lovett doesn’t practice what he 
preaches—think again. He actu- 
ally volunteered to drive the 
“Honey Wagon.” 

A California native, Lovett is 
assigned as a plumber to the 
940th Air Refueling Wing at 
Beale Air Force Base. When not 
called to active duty, he is a 10- 
year postal worker at the Rancho 
Cordova Postal Station. 

“There’s only one place where 
I find happiness,” Lovett conclud- 
ed. “And that’s simply doing 
whatever I‘m doing, wherever 
I’m doing it—even in Iraq.” 
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. SAME STUFF, DIFFERENT DAY: Tech. Sgt. Randall Lovett says driving the base 
“Honey Wagon” isn’t the thankless job most people think it is. He says it’s a job that has 
to be done and while many people ask why give 110 percent, to which he responds by 
simply asking, “Why not?” (USAF Photo by Master Sgt. Deb Smith) 





COINED: Who says a pleasant attitude doesn’t pay? Tech. Sgt. Randall Lovett says 
he’s a believer in the power of positive thinking, and his perpetual smile recently earned 
him a shiny new coin from the Group Command Chief, Chief Master Sgt. Gary Dinan 
(USAF Photo by Master Sgt. Deb Smith) 





We want to see Tallil Air Base 
and the surrounding areas 
from the inside out and we 
need your help. If you’ve got 
a digital camera, then we 
want to talk to you! 


Send us your best digital 
photo for the week and we'll 
chose the top shots to be 
published in the next Tallil 
Times. 


When submitting photos, 
make sure they are of rea- 
sonable quality, and are ina 
jpg or .gif format. Next, 
make sure you provide us 


The Tallil Times | July 11, 2003 


with an accurate description 
of the event and COMPLETE 
names of all persons pic- 
tured. 


Photos without complete 
information cannot be consid- 
ered. Photos must be in 
good taste and not compro- 
mise safety or security in any 
manner. 


If you have questions, please 
contact the Public Affairs 
Office at DSN 459-0014 or 
send your questions directly 
to tallil.times@tlab.aor- 
centaf.af.mil 


BEST 


—Give Us Your— 





A ITSY BITSY SPIDER...NOT!: This fellow is an 
arthropod technically known as a solpugid, but is 
more commonly recognized as a camel spider. 
Camel spiders are related to spiders and scorpi- 
ons, but fall within their own unique classification. 
Other names include sun spiders or wind scorpi- 
ons. These nocturnal arthropods are at the top of 
the food chain and will eat about anything small- 
er than them. They are even known to eat small 
lizards and mice. There are several species that 
reside in the Tallil area. One species in particular, 
grows as large as the size of your hand, but most, 
however are much smaller. They have powerful 
jaws (chelicerae) that not only give them a fierce 
appearance, but ability to inflicting deep wounds. 
Stitches are common. Fortunately the camel spi- 
der is not venomous, and is only aggressive if 
provoked. (USAF Photo by Tech. Sgt. Jay Jarvis) 


<= NO PINCHING!: This scary fellow is the 
famous "death stalker" scorpion. It’s one of the 
most common, and unfortunately, most danger- 
ous scorpions in the area. You can tell the death 
stalker by the "H" shaped marking around the 
eyes. Its venom can be lethal to small children 
and persons in ill-health. Several stings have 
already been reported to EMEDS, but there have 
been no serious complications—just very painful, 
swollen tissue surrounding the sting. Remember 
to shake out clothes and boots in the morning, 
and don't stick your hands where you can't see 
them. Be very careful when moving lumber, sand 
bags, boxes, and other materials. You will find at 
least one death stalker for every 50 sand bags 
you pick up. (USAF Photo by Tech. Sgt. Michael 
Griffith) 


The Tallil Times would like to extend our thanks to Maj. 


Douglas Burkett, Ph.D. of the 407th EMEDS for providing 


the background information on these local creatures. 
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Navy Announces Carrier Donation 


Department of Defense News Release 


Acting Secretary of the Navy Hansford T. 
Johnson announced today that the historic air- 
craft carrier Midway will be donated to the San 
Diego Aircraft Carrier Museum., a qualified 
non-profit organization. 

The Midway, the last remaining vessel of the 
World War II era CV 41 class, will be displayed 
in remembrance of the valiant service of its 
crew and as a testimonial to the men and 
women who built, reconfigured and maintained 
this vessel. 

The request from the San Diego Aircraft 
Carrier Museum was the only complete appli- 
cation for donation of Midway. After a review 
of the package, Johnson determined that it is in 
the Navy’s best interests to approve donation to 
the museum. 

The ship was named for the Battle of 
Midway, which was fought in the Central 

Pacific from June 4-7, 1942. It is considered 


the decisive bat- 
tle of the war, in 
the theater. 
Before this bat- 
tle the Japanese 
were on the 
offensive; after 
it, the 
Americans and |- 
their allies took 


the offensive. - 
During the bat- A MIDWAY CV-41: Overhead 
showing stern of Midway after her 
tle, U.S. forces 1970 overhaul which included 3 
sank the four deck-edge elevators, 2 to star- 
board (forward and abaft the 
island) and one to port. F-4s, A-6s, 
ers that had ~-7s £-25 and an SH-3 rest on the 
attacked Pearl flight deck. 


Harbor only six 
months before, while losing only one U.S. car- 
rier. 


Japanese carri- 


407th AEG Warrior of the Week 





Name: 
PNT aaats lal ksian @it-lsssue-Valelas\ ian neelelal(ers4 


Occupation: 
(©jxolUl atom ne-\e|(om Oxe)anlaalelal(er-live)ats 
Fella ltsvarelalexowave) e)asiaiices 


Unit: 407th ECS 


Why Other Warriors Say He’s a 
Warrior:” Airman 1st Class Rudnicki 
isto (0) c=10 Mtal= Ml aie) @l=1 8-10) (oey-hs\- Mm Clt-lal Marcela, 
SVES1(< 10 gm ohvam nat =1.dlale mm aglelelli(er=1ie)alsmcomials 
system's motherboard, enabling wireless 
(oxo) gavanlelal(er= lie) alsw(omr=laleMmine)samialcmere)nan 
inat= | ale 0Le)-) am m | or- (elie) alow) ar-le)[1e maar 
basewide emergency warning system to 
lot=xero)aal= Wie] I\yanielarest(o)ar=|mr-lalemm ace) am als] 6s) 
ensure early emergency warning for all 


‘exoy=) {1 (0) alm (gele) o\-r- | am =|] |] 
Master Sgt. Kelly Hight 
407th ECS First Sot. 


Most Memorable Air Force 
Experience: “leading the 338th 

a ie=lialiave moxe[Ur-\e]ne)akom Dali m(cr-lanmialnelelelal 
aal0lid)e)(-mcole|gat-lpal=lalecwmmete)|(emial=yarelcval] ess) 
were made and goals were achieved.” 


a Co} +) «) (=X am Ore] r= 16(0l (OMmant=latr-lmr-latcmmiciariare 
and physical fitness 


Family: Thomas and Theresa J. 
Rudnicki (parents) 
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Identity Theft Lands 
Cop in Confinement 


KIRTLAND AIR FORCE BASE, N.M. 
(AFPN) -- An airman was discharged from 
the Air Force, given 14 months confinement 
and reduced to airman basic after being con- 
victed of several identity-fraud-related 
crimes during a recent general court-martial 
Here. 

Senior Airman David A. Daniel, from the 
377th Security Forces Squadron, was 
charged with larceny, forgery and intercept- 
ing mail from another airman. Charges were 
based on incidents dating back to 
September 2001, according to Capt. Tiffany 
Dawson, from the staff judge advocate 
office here. 

Daniel obtained the driver's license and 
government travel card of a fellow security 
forces airman who was deployed in the 
aftermath of the 9-11 terrorist attacks, 
Dawson said. 

With another security forces airman’s 
help, Daniel obtained a post office mailbox 
to receive and intercept mail from his vic- 
tim, Dawson said. The other airman was 
discharged for unrelated issues before the 
investigation. Daniel also used this mailbox 
to obtain a credit card and convenience 
checks in the victim's name. 

Daniel's purchases included a $2,600 
DVD player for his vehicle and a $3,300 
diamond engagement ring for his fiancée, 
according to Dawson. 

Daniel pleaded guilty to 10 charges and 
elected to be tried and sentenced by a mili- 
tary judge alone. Dawson said that during 
his guilty plea, Daniel admitted to stealing 
various luxury items from local merchants 
and placing the financial responsibility on a 
fellow cop while that airman was deployed 
overseas. 

The prosecution recommended a bad 
conduct discharge, 30 months confinement 
and reduction to the lowest enlisted rank, 
Dawson said. However, during sentencing 
arguments, defense lawyers asked the mili- 
tary judge to forego a long sentence because 
of the lengthy elapsed time period and 
because restitution has since been made to 
the victims. 

Daniel was sentenced to a bad conduct 
discharge, 25 months confinement and 
reduction to airman basic, Dawson said. But 
under the pretrial agreement the general 
court-martial convening authority agreed to 
limit Daniel's confinement to 14 months. 
(Courtesy Air Force News Service) 





Page 10 





The Tallil Times | July 11, 2003 


Army Wins Armed Forces Triatholon 


By Mary Young 
Naval Base Ventura County Public Affairs 


POINT MAGU, Calif. (Army News Service, 
June 3, 2003) -- Army's team won the title of 
Armed Forces Triathlon Champions for the sec- 
ond year in a row at the 2003 Armed Forces 
Triathlon, June 21, at Naval Base Ventura 
County, Point Mugu. 

The Army team finished with a total time of 
24:49:04. But it was a 2003 U.S. Naval 
Academy graduate, Ensign Timothy O'Donnell, 
who won the overall and men's individual race 
and set a new course record of 1:52:45. 

O'Donnell's time was nearly five minutes 
faster than the previous course record, 1:57:13, 
set last year. In second place overall was James 
Bales, a medical student on inactive reserve 
with the Air Force. Bales finished in 1:54:45, 
but as an open competitor his time did not con- 
tribute toward a team score. 

Army Ist Lt. Keith Waters came in third 
overall, second in the men's division at 1:55:24. 
Air Force Ist Lt. Matthew Nuffort placed third 
in the men's division. 

Army captured the top two places in the 
women's competition. Maj. Heidi Grimm, last 
year's gold medalist in the women's division, 
successfully defended her title and improved 
her time by four minutes. Grimm's final time 
was 2:06:31. Her teammate, Ist Lt. Jessica 
Jones, again placed second at 2:07:08, despite a 
two-minute stand-down penalty for drafting 
during the bike segment. Third place among 
women was Marine Capt. Susie Gallucci, 2001 
winner in the women's division. 

At race time, the sky was overcast and air 
temperature was about 60 degrees with a light 
breeze. The 125 triathletes, wearing wetsuits 
and swim caps, hit the beach shortly after 9 a.m. 
and dashed into the ocean for the 1,500-meter 
(about one mile) swim. 

The inverted triangle-shaped course goes 
offshore 200 meters, turns left for 350 meters, 
and returns for 200 meters. The route is repeat- 
ed once, giving competitors the option of run- 
ning through shallow water and around the 
shoreline course marker to begin the second 
lap. 

O'Donnell said he was surprised at the 
swim-run-swim format. 

There was a little less swimming than I 
expected," he said. "With all the running it was 
a little tougher; it didn't give me time to pull 


away as much as I'd like to." 

O'Donnell pulled away enough 
to keep his lead throughout the 
race. He completed the swim in 
17:39 and emerged with Gallucci 
right on his heels at 17:43. 

Transitioning to the bike race, 
athletes struggled out of their wet- 
suits and moved their bikes to a 
staging area. Most were already 
pedaling while still trying to fit 
numbed feet into their shoes. 

The swim-to-bike transition 
was the end of the race for Marine 
Corps Capt. Mitch Gold, a veteran 
distance athlete who will compete 
in Hawaii's Ironman Triathlon later 
this year. He had completed the 
swim in 20:55 and was mounting 
his bike when the seat broke off. 

The flat, 40K (about 25-mile) 
bike course featured a perilously 
tight turn that had to be made 
twice. Gallucci had more than a 
two-minute edge after the swim, so 
she was comfortably ahead of the other women 
as she neared the end of the first lap. Then her 
bike's rear wheel went flat. 

"I was just praying that someone would have 
a wheel, because I had brought a spare tube 
with me but it dropped on the course," said 
Gallucci. Her sidelined teammate, Mitch Gold, 
ran back to his bike, took off the rear wheel and 
handed it to Gallucci so she could finish the 
race. 

Even with the lost time, Gallucci - who will 
compete in the U.S. Olympic trials next spring 
- went on to beat her own best time, finishing in 
2:08:30. 

The sun broke through the clouds just as the 
top competitors started hitting the finish line of 
the flat, out-and-back 10K (6.2-mile) course. 
Waters, the day's fastest runner, finished in 
32:46. But he still couldn't overtake frontrunner 
O'Donnell, who clocked 36:00, or Bales, the 
second fastest runner at 35:00. 

The best three women's running times were 
Grimm, who finished the run in 38:12; Air 
Force Capt. Camilla Stock, at 40:03; and Army 
Capt. Jennifer Canon at 44:30. 

The top six finishers in the men's and 
women's divisions will go on to represent the 
U.S. Armed Forces at the 2003 Conseil 
International du Sport Militaire, or CISM, 


Hadlick) 





A WORLD CLASS ATHLETE: Maj. Hiedi Grimm holds up the Armed 
Forces Cup the Army team won at the 2003 Armed Forces Triathalon, 
next to 2nd Lt. Keith Walters. The event was held at Naval Base Ventura 
County, Point Mugu, Calif., June 21. (U.S. Army Photo by Shane M. 


World Military Triathlon Championship in 
Drotten, Holland, July 28 - Aug. 4. 

The men's team includes O'Donnell and Lt. 
j.g. Austin Jackson, representing the Navy; 
Waters and Capt. Scott Miller, representing the 
Army; Ist Lt. Matthew Nuffort of the Air Force, 
and Ist Sgt. Doug Marocco, Marine Corps. 

The women's team includes Grimm and Ist 
Lt. Jessica Jones, representing the Army; 
Gallucci of the Marine Corps; Capt. Camilla 
Stock, and Capt. Erika Foster, Air Force; and 
Lt. Cmdr. Amy Cocanour, Navy. 

NBVC Point Mugu is the permanent home 
for the annual Armed Forces Triathlon. Kent 
Blankenship, MWR Athletic Branch Director, 
coordinates the event with the help of volun- 
teers. 

"IT am very appreciative of the men and 
women of NBVC who volunteered en masse to 
make this a great event," Blankenship said. 
NBVC Point Mugu will host the CISM World 
Military Triathlon in 2005. 
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